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Program Note

Selected from my 15-piece cycle Time Cycle for solo piano, the piano version of this piece is
the last one of the set--Rest Time (the original Chinese word is & & “Ding-Hun,” which

means when the day is getting dark). The piano version was written in memotry of the great
pianist Leon Fleisher, and the birth of the orchestra version is also inspired by his teaching.
The beginning gesture is my homage to John Corigliano's Red Violin, as he has been such a
great influence to me as I'm finding my own voice. This gesture is embedded throughout the

entire piece first as a decorative gesture and later becomes more crucial as the piece grows.

The title, Rays of the After-rain Evening Sun (8%, "Wan-qing"), is taken from one of my
favorite Chinese poet Z= 7 & (Li Shangyin)'s poem of the same title. I was especially touched
by the last sentence of the poem--"#% & £ )=, )2 k4K £ 22, The wet nest will be dry
(before finally falls the Night); Now, a lighter, care free southern bird returns home in flight."
Here, the concept of "2 %, flying back home" is especially important to me. It means for one
to find his/ her true self instead of keep seeking after the outer world. The poet wrote this
poem late in his lifetime. After experiencing all kinds of difficulties, he still encourages himself
to treasure this late period and to stay true to himself. I find this quite inspiring and touching

as a young composet.
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Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Bb Clarinets
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1: Bass Drum (shared with player 2), Chimes (shared with player
1), Tom-toms (shared with player 2), Triangle 1, Vibraphone

Percussion 2: Bass Drum (shared with player 1), Chimes (shared with player
1), Marimba (shared with player 3), Tam-tam, Temple Blocks (shared with
player 3), Tom-toms (shared with player 1), Suspended Cymbal (shared with
player 3)

Percussion 3: Glockenspiel, Marimba (shared with player 2), Mark Tree,
Temple Blocks (shared with player 2), Triangle 2, Suspended Cymbal (shared
with player 2)

Piano/Celesta
Harp

Strings

Duration: 8 min
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*Entrance should follow as written. Rhythm of each accel. unit should be freer. Rest durations are relative. Do not synchronize with other players.
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